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Hadling his way
dround the world

Pittsburgh musican, teacher and symphony
etire tells of travels and love of musi

BY BRIAN D’ORAZIO

Imagine life without classical music —no orches-
tras, no symphonies, no tadio, just a dull and bleak
place with no music to enjoy. In some parts of the
world, this is the case. Certain countries lack or-
chestras and classical music. Luckily, there are
people across the globe willing to share their
knowledge of music not only with their neighbors
but the entire world.

Roy Sonne, a retired
member of the Pittsburgh
Symphony Orchestra, is
one of those people.
Throughout his career,
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‘I love to teach! | love to
share what | know; | love

very undeveloped country and the classical mu-
sic was also very undeveloped,” he said. Sonne
was part of a ground of about 10 foreign profes-
sional musicians who had been selected to travel
to Bolivia in order to teach music, lead the orches-
tra and elevate the musical culture of the country.
“The people were warm and welcoming and
thrilled to have us there.” During the two years he
spentin La Paz, Sonne achieved his first conduct-
ing experience, created chamber music organiza-
tions and played concer-
tos and in recitals.

“There was a sense of
mission, we all had a mis-
sion, which was to do

Sonne traveled theworld  tO help people, and the  hateverwe courdformu-

playing his violin, conduct- older | get, the more | sic]’ Sonne said.

ing and teaching others, love it’ After his time in Bolivia,

making music his longtime . Roy spent a few years in

passion. Roy Sonne Costa Rica and a few
Sonne started to take months in Mexico, making

interest in playing the violin
as a child. “When | was
four;” Sonne explained,
“My mom used to play the
violin, so | heard her play-
ing and wanted to play
toa” On his fifth birthday,
Roy received a half-size vi-
olin and has been playing ever since. He contin-
ued 1o play through both middie and high schools.
According to Sonne’s biography on the Carnegie
Meillon University website, Sonne went on to study

music at the New England Conservaiory, Mannes )

College of Music and Chio State University.

The most unusual and unique part of Sonne's
career, however, came in 1969 as he became con-
certmaster of the National Symphony Orchestra
in Bolivia located in the city of La Paz.“lt was a

teacher, conductor, violinist,
retired Pittsburgh Symphony
member
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guest performances and
sharing his knowledge
with other musicians.

However, Sonne’s ca-
reer did not end in South
America. In 1980, he
achieved another one of
his greatest accomplish-
ments, joining the Pittsburgh Symphony Orches-
tra. With the symphony, he was able to travel to
places in Europe, China, Japan and Australia.
Sonne spent 28 years with the symphony and re-
tired two years ago. This gave him the opportuni-
ty to make his second rendezvous in Bolivia.

“I got in touch with the folks in Bolivia and told
them about my history;” he stated, “and | asked if
there was anything | could do there”” After they
gave him a warm welcome, he made arrange-

ments to enter Bolivia for the first time in 40 years.
Onoce there, he organized a string workshop and
gave a recital as well as lessons: “There is a heed
for what | have fo offer and the people are hungry,

_hungry for high level feaching”” Roy Sonne spent

six weeks during the past two summers making
adifference for a country which wanted o become
more musically developed than it had ever been.

When asked what motivated him to teach mu-
sic to others, he explained, “l love to teach! | love to
share what | know; | love 1o help people, and the
oider | get, the more | love it”

Some of the current projects Sonne is working
on include teaching and conducting orchestra stu-
denis of Lincoln Park Performing Arts Center,
workshops for music associations including the
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tions for students to participate in including Strings
Without Boundaries, which Sonne created at
Dugquesne University to give students a perspec-
tive of other kinds of music including jazz, rock and
fiddle. Sonne also teaches once a week at
Camegie Melion University’s Preparatory Depart-
ment and provides lessons for students in his stu-
dio at home in Mt. Lebanon.

Roy Sonne, teacher, conductor, and violinist
has “fiddled his way around the world” Through
his amazing experiences in Bolivia as well as oth-
er parts of South America, and his trips around
the globe with the Pittsburgh Symphony Orches-
tra, Sonne has developed his passion of music
info a unique and special story and everywhere
he has gone he has touched the lives of many
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